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Test 1
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions:

There are 8 questions divided in 2 sections.

Candidate has to attempt any 5 questions in all.

Question nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, 3 are to be attempted choosing at least
one question from each section.

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SECTION ‘A’

Answer the following questions in 150 words (10×5=50)

1 (a) How does culture affect perception? Can the same stimuli evoke different perceptions in different 
cultures? Explain. (10)

1 (b) Citing any experimental study in Psychology, specify the meanings of Independent Variable, 
Dependent Variable, Control Group and Experimental Group. (10)

1 (c) Explain the concepts of absolute and difference threshold with examples. What is Weber’s law in 
relation to difference thresholds? (10)

1 (d) Distinguish b/w genotypes and phenotypes in the context of genetic development. Illustrate the 
difference with help of examples. (10)

1 (e) Discuss the role of socio-cultural factors in promotion of well-being across major stages of life 
span. (10)

2 (a) “Psychology gives and takes from many different fields of study “. Discuss how Psychology has 
gained from and contributed to various fields of study. (15)

2 (b) What conditions make it necessary to apply factor analysis while understanding data of an 
experiment? Discuss. (15)

2 (c) How are Urie Bronfenbrenner's  “Contextual View of Development” and Durganand Sinha’s 
“Ecological model of development” different from and similar to each other? (20)



3 (a) Explain in brief how some of the most burning issues facing India in present times can be 
resolved using the knowledge from the field of Psychology. (15)

3 (b) Enumerate and briefly discuss each of Kohlberg’s stages of moral development. (15)

3 (c) Explain with suitable contrasting examples, in what situations you will use observation as a 
research method and where you will use survey as a research method for conducting Psychological 
studies. (20)

4 (a) Trace the development of Psychology as a formal study discipline in India. (15)

4 (b) Explain what is meant by “Scaffolding” in Vygotsky's socio-cultural theory of development. (15)

4 (c) Erikson’s theory of psycho-social development parallels Piaget’s theory of cognitive development.
Elaborate. (20)

SECTION B

Answer the following questions in about 150 words each: 10×5 =50

5 (a) What is extrasensory perception? What are the arguments and evidences against it? (10)

5 (b) What are the aspects of cognitive and moral development during adolescence? (10)

5 (c) Illustrate the importance of sampling while carrying out psychological experiments.  (10)

5 (d) Why should we use scientific methods in Psychology? Why cannot we not rely on long lasting 
folk wisdom of centuries or common sense derived from everyday life experiences. Give examples to 
substantiate your answer. (10)

5 (e)What was the debate between the views of functionalists and behaviourists when different 
outlooks towards Psychology as a study discipline were taking shape. (10)

6 (a) Discuss the role of monocular and binocular cues in depth perception. (15)

6 (b) What are the different types of parenting styles? What effect can each of them have on growing 
children? (15)

6 (c)  Distinguish between Validity and Reliability in Psychological experiments and testing. How is 
external validity differ from internal validity? (20)



7 (a) Explain the “acculturative strategies” of Integration, Assimilation, Separation, Marginalization. 
(15)

7 (b) Explain what is Item Response Theory and how it is being used in the field of academic testing. 
(15)

7 (c)  Define the phenomenon of subliminal perception and explain it with reference to the concepts of 
backward masking and visual priming. (20)

8 (a) What are Teratogens? Give examples. Explain how they can affect normal prenatal and post-natal 
growth 

8 (b) Where do you stand in the debate between Psychology being a natural science and a social 
science ? Justify your view. (15)

8 (c) List the steps involved in observational research. What do you understand by naturalistic and non-
participant observation methods? List down the advantages and disadvantages of both. (20)


